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the [d itor's eha ir 
THE J\Ni'I\JAL. I ac pleased to say that orders are coc-.ing in nicely • .i.t 
tre ctor.ie.'lt of writing we are in fr ont of l as t year , and oil others 
years . Keep it up won' t you? iii th a goodly number of Questionr.crire 
Fonns already filled in , I have been able to get a start on th e l'lho' s 
Who, which is a great help. I/hen t her e ' s a rush at the l as t r.tlnute 
entries P.re apt to get mi3sed out . 

* * * * * 
SCOOP. That sleuth of ours , Bi ll Lof ts , has brought off one of his 
bi ggest scOO?B; aft er months of trailing he has found George Richmond 
S'lllOways , who for years was on the staff of t he Ar..algamated Pr ess , and 
who knows more about the inner workin gs of t he Magnet a."ld Gem than any 
one ntill alive . He was almost entir ely res ponsible for the Grcy
friars Herald and Tom Merry ' s lleokly . However , turn t o Bill Lofts 
:fj_rst in stalment and see for yours elve s . There's a l ot more to follow . 

* * * * * 
C'rlESTERFIELD PROGRESS. Hnrry Broster tell s you all about th e l e.test 
meeting between the Nor thern and /.iidland Clubs . All I'll s,zy is that 
Harry is quite r igh t uhen he says it did my hear t good to sit and 
survey tho scene . So lo ng ,:,; this kind of t hing goos on I shall never 
feel old , no matter how many my years . 

Yours sincerely , 

HERBIBT IJXXEJ:IBY 



- - ----- ____ _ 216 ------------
FOR SALE. OF EXCl!A.~Gil for "Magnet s". Ge!lls Nos. m , 71:4, 824, 868, 
886, 8151, 954, 1011, 1053, 1065, 1066, 1070 , 10'72, 1<177, 1092, 1117, 
1381 , 1388, 1400; 1409, 1442, 1445, 1448, 1452, 1462, 1463, 1465, 1466, 
1467, 1468, 1469, 1487 , 1468, 1519, 1540 and U.J . 1464 . All in 
excel l ent condit ion . 
R. A. NICHOLIS, THE GREY HOUSE, Sl'Alil:TON LAilE, WlllTCHURCH, BRISTOL. 

l/J..~TED SEXTON BLAKE LiillWUES, 1s t series - 11, 17, 37, 41, 105, 109 , 
~97, 193, 201, 293 , 296, 306, 422, 474, 495, 520, 667 • . BOY' S 
FRUIID Lil!RARIES 3d. 1st series - 10 , 68, 102, 105, 107, 165, 229, 246. 
669. 2nd Series - 392, 396. Union Jacks - 881, 1041, 1064, 1098, 
1179, 1180. MRS. J . PACK!·IAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, Et.ST 001:f.ICH, La~'... 

15/ - or 6 Magnet s plus my indifferent copy for a reasor.ab l e binding 
copy of any one of Magnets - 517 , 540, 553, 002, 1046 , 1092, 1096 , 
11~4, 1201 and Magnets , iten for item , fo r good copies of Gems - pre 
reprints and genuine Hamilt ons only , Hy duplicate ~lagnets include 
complete ser i es and popular singles - all genuine Hamil tor.s - in very 
fair to good conditi on in the run 1919/22 . Also Nos . 1299/1 324. 
7/ 6 each or Greyfriars SOLs for St, Jio ' s SOLs - 164 , 168, 172 , 176, 
190 , 204, 218, 228 , 230 , 250, 258, 260, 264 , 293, Magnets 1933 on, 
l evel swi,pping for certain Gems 193€/1940 , Li sts welconed. Goal 
pric es fo r bo,md volumes Gems pre 1935. 
CHARLES VA!~ Rlll:Ell , BOX 50, UITlllJ!tJ;E, SOllrH AFRICA. 

~ - Four Tom Merr; books 2/6 each & .:ostage. Two Billy Bunter 3/6 
each and postage , 1st School Girl'"s O...n Annual 7/6 and postage . 5 
l ater issues at 5/- each and postage . 100 pro-war U.S.A. f!echeni c 
Magazines 8d each and postage . Captain Vol s 1904 o.lso 1905 7/6 euch 
and postage . B.O. Paper 10 vols . 776 to 10/ - each and postage . Rain
bow Annual 1924 7/6 and postage . Puck Annual 194-0 5/ - mid posmqe . 
Chatterbox !.nnuals 5/ - to 7/ 6 each and postage , Young England 5/-
and postage . C .D' s 30 nos . 6d each and postage. C.D. Annunl.s 1953, 
1954 (2 copies) 1958 10/- each and postage . Gems 3 nos 1937 in cluding 
Coronatio n No . 2/- eech and postage . 1 1935 2/6 . Bentlcy ' sMiscellany 
1840 7/6 and postage , Poor Jack 1s t ed. 1840 s/6 am pos tage . 
Pi ctorial Times 1847 v . big . 15/ - and post ,,eo . Boys 1891 pub. bds . 
7/6 and postage , H. Sifing A."llllial 1923 G/- and postage . Victorian 
Scr ap book 207- and postago . Pr iz" 2/6 e<.ch bound in four year ly. 
Buf falo Bill Hovels 2/ - enC:1 end postage , Cash vith order . BOX. 12 , 
c/o Editor, Coll ecto r s ' Digest , 12 Herbert Str eet , ilul l Road, York , 
(Note :- Any enquiri es should be addr essed as above and in an envelope 
scpar r.te to nny co~.1:,micat _:~~ -.'."Yaelf . :his to expedit e deliv ery , } 



Conducted by JOS&'HINE PACKMAN 
27 1 Archdale Road , East Dulwich. London, S.E, 22, 

A number of r eade rs who did not subscribe to th e C, D. in i ts 
ear ly deys , but who have sin ce heard about th e article I wrot e en
titled "The Story of ili rv ann", have asked me t o reprint it. Uell, it 
isn I t very l eng'.;hy, oo I em putting it in this mont h, Those of you 
who have already reod it wi ll no doubt hav e fo rgott m it by now; as 
fo r t hose ,mo have asked for it - I lwpe you lik e it ! 

Walt er Webb is now ge tting well into hi s strid e , and next month ' s 
instalment will pro vide some very intere sting facts and figur es re
lating t o G. H. Teed . 

J OSIE PkOOIAll 

Il!STIJ.MiliT FDUR 

4 * • * * 
CrnT!JRY -MAKERS 

(i,nd a few othe r interesting sta ti sti cs) 
BY WALTER ',IEBB 

THE COMTI!G OF E. S. BROOXS 

Tho year 1912 was a mil es t one in th e his tory of the U .J . fo r i t 
introduced into i t s pages two au t hor s destined to enjoy enomous 
popularity as Sexton Blclce writ er s . No. 43 1, th e second s t ory pub
lished th at yea:r:, was not a great one by sny r.ieans, but i t wt1s of 
suffic i ent liler i t as to ooke one wonder lww anyone so young could have 
been r espcns ibl e for it s cor.iposi tion . Its titl e , "The Motor Bus 
l·lyst ery ," heralded th e arrival of (28) ED~IY SEARLES BROOKS, an 18 yoar 
ol d youth , as na tur al a writ er as ever stepp€d into tm ronks of t he 
subscribers of books for boys - one .no was to bcoome a very warm 
fovouri t e , not only with thos e who have fo ll owed th e perils of Sexton 
Blcl::::, but with the r eodor s of n cert a in pocket- sized weekly t hat 
sp eciali sed i n schoo l and det ec tiv e fiction , ond which , in a matter of 
just over thr ee and a half years , was t o make i t s appcaroncc in n 
Britain r eeling blind ly ' nea th th e torribl e ons l augh t of th o Boche. 

Bom in 1693 , E. S . Brooks at th e aga of twenty - fi ve , a t which 
his ir->tense cntlrusiasm wns even then apparent , st arted as a reguJ.ar 
contributor, prod ucing s t t he r a t e of ono a wc,ek a s t ory of school and 
detectiv e adven tur e fo r the sf orer.ienti oned pape r , th e NELSO!I LEE 
LIBRJJlY. His Nipper at St. Frank ' s yams have been scmewhat seve r el y 
critici sed fro m ti me t o tim e on accoun t of th eir incrcditlih_·_ ty='---
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products of a fertile imllgination to .tiich the autho r was given a 
re:narkably free rein. But the ent ertainment value of thoS<J unique 
yams vas considerab l e , and since one reads for th at partioular plll'
poso then the aut hor fulfilled both complete l y and satisfactori ly •. 
the task to which ho was allotted. . 

A cheery and liv oly writer, Brook' s outpu t was prodigious; his 
cocmi tmonts seemed so heavy that one was left wndering how ho managed 
to corr/ than out, Man,Y Blake s tories for t he U. J. ; novel - length 
offo rt s fo r the S.B.L. from time to time ; various serials under the 
non-d e-plume of Robert W. Comrade; occasional sto rie s of St. Fr&llk's 
for the BOY' S REAl1l - all t hese in additi on t o his weekly task of 
producing a long, complete story fo r the ll .L.L. every week! ill? Not 
a bit of it ! He stil l found time to conduct what is recognised as an 
editor ' s task of replying through the pages of th e paper he did so 
11IUCh to popularise, queries sent in by read er s . These , in soce cases, 
s tr etched to three p11ges, and since bei.,ig ,Tit ten in the author' s 
usual good- hu!noured styl e were richly entertai ning . 

Brooks ' first story was ii,mediately followed by one from Murra.v 
Graydon, which broui;jlt his known Blake sto ries up to the century marl< 
thus providing the answer to our second query - \/HO W.S THE FIRST 
Alffl!OR TO WRITE 100 SEX'.roN ilLAKE STCfilES? The tille lag'? Unfortunately, 
at the ti.me of writing, this cannot be gauged strictly accurate ly be
causo in one or two cases issues have not been avai l abl e for inspection 
for purposes of assessing origin of aut hors.'1ip, Since he wrote his 
first story for the Christmas Doubl e Nur:iber of the U .J. in December, 
1904, t here are nine stories which he cigbt possibly have writt en 
bet,;een t hat time and the estimated completion of his 100th story , 
"THE PUBLiimll 'S s,x:RET" io January , 1912. For the t:iL-e being , how
ever , it must stand that William Murray Graydon completed his cenbll"J 
of Bl ake sto rie s in the space of seven years and one month, Elld it 
will be interesting to see if any ot her anther improves on this time 
as we progress in thi s review. 

Four other ne·, 8Dd well - remembered aut hors were writing io 1912, 
but t he actual date of the firs t appearan ce of tw of than as Blake 
writ ers is doubtful. Wel cooo now to (29) ALLAN BLAIR and (30) lD.1IS 
CARLTON, the fome r already on oostablished favourite with t he read ers 
of the weekly BOYS' FRI:?<1>, n very able writer both in school and 
detective fiction; the latter more success ful editoriall y than 
literarilly , being edito r of the U.J. under the direction of Willi e 
Back for soveral yonrs before l eaving the A.P. to pl tzy Blake on the 

stage. The th:i:td wri ter , Joll:I William Bobio, hos already been menti~ 
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many times in these columns, and is better known under hi s pseudonym 
than hi s real name. To Blake devotees it was as (31) HARK OSBORNE 
that he gained recognition and a fair amount of popularity with tales 
of th e gootlemcn - cracksman , Aubrey Dexter , and as a substi tute writer 
of t he Plu mmer s tori es . His first effort, "The Case of the Anonymous 
Lette r s " was publ ishod in the U.J . 9 March, 1912, and was probably the 
sto ry Jack Lewis was alluding to in No. 1 of THE OLD BOYS' BOOK 
COUJX:TOR, as having been written in l onghand when th e autho r was workillg 
in a laimdry. Sent in a brol<!l paper parcel, it must have been one of 
th e oddest end most surprising manuscr ip t s ever received by an edit or ! 

The origin of t ha Plummer sto ri es even to this day , c,onsti tutes 
the bie{:est headache for a res earcher on the trail of th e various 
authors respcns i bl e for their output . Ono st ory at least , was by en 
author never previously thought to have any connect i on with the 
characte r; but t.1-iere is no doubt tha t a hors e-rac ing story publi:ihe d 
in U.J . No. 476 , ent it led "The Great Turf Mystery" was by Arthur S. 
Hardy , respon sible for earlie r yarns of Bl ake on the Tu:-f. T'ne othe r s 
seem a ll'irlur e of autho rship , but t he hand of foirk Darra.'l is notic eaole 
in necrly all of th em, th ough I have a strong feeling tha t Lewis CB!'l ton 
was part autho r . Darran ' s Blake i s urunistakeable. Those many ref e!'
ences to Blake as having the "tips of his fingers pressed close to
gether " with over t hem "th e lips drooping low over his eyes ," the 
continued "fli c.'<:ing of the ash from his cigar ," th e use of t ho word 
11preciGely , n which Blake l et s lip "care l ess ly " being so persis t ent 
that it became really aggravating - all are well - _ worn phrases beloved 
of the (lllthor, 

Fourteen sto ri es in 1912 narrowed th e gap a little , and at the 
end of the year Darran was left requiring only 35 storie s to become 
the second aut hor to r each his century of Blakes , 

The closing weeks saw the arrival of tha t "sub stant ial - l ooking 
Canadian " rnffitioned in the preceding insta:lment , who, according to 
J ack Lewis, arrived under suspicion of having "ghosted " for the late 
Michael Storm due to th e similarity of his sty l e with t hat of the 
latter• s , but who was cl eared when on being as_1<ed to si t do,m at a 
typewriter and write a coupl e of chapters of a Blak e yarn it was 
sa t isfactorily established that he did nothing of the sort , · I t was 
immediatel_y apparen t to editor , Lewis Carli:on , and his chief, W, H, 
Back, th at in this newcomer they had found a wri to r of unusual talent -
one who possessed the necessary abili ty to giVe t o the U. J . the boost 
i t was so badly in need of at that particular t ime, Thus it came about 
that the new wri ter - his name was Teed - was given as I:IUch worl<: as he 
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could possi bly handle , though the feats of authorship which transpired 
as a result must farm th e basis of th e next instalment . 

In concluding , the following tab l e will be of interest, as it 
described how matters stood at the end of 1912 - Total Blak e sto ri es 
published (as far as i s known) 475; Authorship doubtful or unknoim 
57; Authors kno1'!l 418. 

In the majority of cas es t he unkno,m "1'i ters ar e those who had 
contributed occasional sto ri es and th m dropped out, so t hat apart 
from being menti oned in t he Authors ' List they would have f orf ei ted 
any other recognition in any case . But froc 1913 practically every 
autho r is acc01mted for , and t he records from t hen on are almost 
complete . 

* * * * * * * * * 
THE STORY OF NIRVANA 
By Josenhine Packman 

(Repr inted from C. D. No, 371 Jon. 1550) 
As this is my fir st venture into 1ne field as a "1'i tor I hope 

any errors will be over l ooked in my endeavour to relate the "atory 
of Nirvana." 

Some of our Sexton Bl ake fans are rather inclined to ridicule 
the stories in the "Union Jack" dealing wi tt, the affairs of Tinker and 
Nirv ana; but for ll\Y'Self, being at a YO\.U'l8 and i.rnpressionabl e age whEll 
I first read t hese yarns , woy back in 1925, I wst admit t hey wer e 
great favourites of mine, and I can rerne::ber at the time regr etting 
very deepl y that nothing mere was ever hBard of f.irvana and :ier 
imrsediate assoc iat es Marie and Phillipe the Fox. 

The whole series only ran to thirteen numbers spread over the 
period from October 1925 to December 1926 and were wri t ten by that 
very famous o:uthor of so many Sexton Blak e yarns , George Ha.'llil ton 
Teed, and were se t against the background of some quite exciting 
adventures , m;my of which led Sexton Blake and Tinker to different 
parts of the Cont inent . 

In !lo. 1149, t he series c=enced with the affair of the Duchess 
of Rayland ' s Diamond Necklace which had boon sto len by Nirvana. A 
short prologue gnve an episode in Tinker ' s earl y boyhood when he first 
met Nirva.'la , then a small child trained as a pickpocket by her elder 
siste r, Marie. Years l ate r, when llirvona has become a facous dancer, 
these two young peep l e met again , at tho Ball given by t he Duchess of 
Rayland, but Nirvana, still under the :influence of Marie, steals the 
necklace, and by using Tinker as an unconsci ous ally , involved him in 
all th e subsequent trou bl es. However, Tinker ' s one aim was t.o get 
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llirvana awey from Marie , but unfortunate l y she insi s ted upon 

st-,y.ing with her sister until she had so l ved the mystery which 
surrounded her paren t age . 

Tinke r kept thi s affa i r a sec ret f rom Sexton Blak e , t hinking tha t 
noth~ more would be heard f r om Nirvana , but in the nert yam , No, 
1150, the ac tivitie s of a gang of forgers are traced to Marie , 
Phillipe t he r'ox and Fla sh Brady , by Tinke r, and in order to protect 
Ni rv ana he had to confe ss t o Blake; but in the and ?iirvana was 
alloued to go free . 

The thixd adventure , related in No, 1156, t ook plac e in Sic il y , 
tJia t I sland of dead l y Vendettas , wher e once again Tinker :net Nirro.'18 , 
md a.rued wit h th e knowl edge t hat her associ a te s were also on the 
i cl.and he was able to he l p Sexton Bl ake break the vende t ta of t he 
Bell amo family , of whom Phillip e was a r.iernber , It was during t l:is 
peri od tha t Nirvan a re ali s ed just what Tinker meant to her , and that 
he ·,as trying to help her br eak away fro m Mari e , but always t he urge 
to discover th e trut h about oor parents was t oo stro ng and Nirv ana 
stayed on wit h l1tirie . 

fa No. 1159, a very seasonable Christmas sto ry , was the finding 
by Nirvana of her l ong-negl ec ted mother and t he brother she had never 
seen , but who hA<I R.l.so been ruined by Mario, w1 under the '181!10 of 
t ho Tnngo Kil was well - known to the police . Marie a'ld her two un
·, orthy f ri mds did t he ir best to fosten the guil t of a j ewel the:rt on 
to llirvana ' s brothe r, but here Sexton Blake stepped in aid t.>11mrt ed 
their pl ana . 

Prom here on I fool I must just li s t the r emainder of th e series, 
with a bri ef ment ion of the titl es and char acters , ot hcr.-;i.sc t he 
artic le will become t oo lo ng and take up much valuable spa ce in t he 
C.Digest . 

tlo. 1161, "The Mystery of t he Painted Sli pper s ," inv olv ed an
ot her of my fa vouri t e characte r s , Dr . Huxton Rymer , who, with i-larie , 
was on th e tr ai l of the paintod slipp ers , in th e hee ls of which had been 
hid.den oome valuable di ar.ionds. No. 1168, ent i tled "Nirvana ' s Ordeal , " 
brin€9 the first part of th e series to a close , with Nirvana be~ abl o 
t o devot e her se lf to her mother , and th en rath er a long ti.mo was 
al lowed to ela pse before t oo first of a sori es of six s to ri es appear ed 
i..'l !lo. 1198 , cal l ed "The Mystery of Room No. 7". The sto ri es concerned 
the ef fort s of th e weal thy and unscrup ul ous Augustus Koever to get 
Nirvana into his clutches, but behind everything t rer e l urked t he 
sin i ste r shado w of the mysteri ous Monsei gneur X. 

Each sto ry was compl ete in it se lf . llo. 1199, "The Caso of th e 
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Sheffie l d I ronmaster ," saw Blake and T:il'.lker in Sheffield, and from 
there, in the "Affair of the Derelict Grange" (U.J. No. 1200), they 
travelled to Com wall ; and incidentally , 1he popular !voMe then 
came on the scene , by off ering to care for Nirvana . 

In No. 1201 , Tink er , who had been sent to Pal estine , was ship
wrecked in the .Adriati c, ar.d through being r escued am taken to 
Venice , was abl e to help BlBke once again to outwit Monseigneur X, 
and incidentally, to rescue !lirvana, who red been prevailed upon by 
Keever to accompany him to Vc:rice with the precise of revealing where 
her father was to be four>i. 

In No. 1202, "The Clue of the Two Straws•, Sexton Blake with the 
aid of both Yvome and Nirvana , was abl e to clear up the scandal of 
the forged Polonian boms by breaking up the gang of forgers and 
arr esting Keever . 

Tba final oeeting between Blake and Monsei,;neur X occurs in 
Spain . The story of the ,eysterious Monseigneur ends e:nidst the 
mount ains of th e li ttlc state of Andorra , but Blake was mahl ed to 
discover the t rue identity of Nirvana ' s father , and in the last 
episode of this series , No, 1200, "Tbe Adventure of the Two Devils ," 
Nirvana and her parents are united, but only afte r Tinker ' s final 
effo rt s to get her out of Marie's clutches . 

As I remarked at the beginning of t his article, nothfog more 
was ever heard of tt.ese interesting folk; and I , for one, was 
extremely disappointed that Marie did not get the punistuoon t she 
dese rved. 
I. I •11 1 NJf I U ,. ..... ~I! U I Y.K I IIIH If if U I I If I( I I If II Ul I I IN. ll N 111! II I If l('**'**"jj-lt-****'* 

FOR SALE OR~~ - ~ . Magnets 14, 15, 17, 19, 22, 43 (double No. ) 
46, 47, 58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 65, 66, 68, 69, 72, 73, 74, 83, 84 (double 
No.) 88, 89, 90, 93, 96, 98, 101. Rookwood "Schoolboy ' s O...ns" 347, 
356, 368, 300, 389. Sexton Bla'<e 19 (third) . 24 lllmt er Books. 
Some Magnets have no cover s , acme have edges cut, al l in good 
condition , sto ri es compl ete . 1fonted, Later Red Magnets, Schoolboys • 
Owns 169, 171, 47 to 133 (GrcyfriersJ. Old copy Film Fun. 
GCiUXlll THOMPs:JN, 53 1/ALLASEY PARK, OLD PARK ROAD, BELFAST. 

10/- EACH OFF!llED FOR Tlli:SE MAGHETS Ill GOCdl COODIT!Ctl. 5101 530, 995, 
1004, 1011, 1013, 1015 , 1024, 1027, 1028, 1034, 1114, 1121, 1129, 1154, 
1177, 1215 • 
.!!_~Flt rnINS 1 "THE FIRS", EAS'l'Illll ROAD, HAVANT, H!.!;TS. 
THE LONDON CLUB LIBRARY llISJ'.ES TO FllllCHASE School boys' Owns and Red 
Magnets . Good Pricos Paid. ROGFll .raw.ws, EASTFllN ROAD. HAVANT. 
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GR E YFRIARS CUP COM P ETITIO U .1...9.i..9. ---
1. ;._ maeazine of 4 foolscap pages , folded to fom an issue of 16 

pages. The size of the C.D. monthly . 

2. Cont ent s to be short st ori es , artic l es, news items , jokes , peens, 
limeric ks , etc ., ostensib l y written by =bGra 
of the four f amous schools of fiction , i . e . St . Frank ' s , Grey
friars, St . Jim ' s , and Rookwood. t ogether with ony associate 
schools , i . e . Highcliffe, the River House School, etc . 

3 . The title to be " THE SCHOOLBOYS' IIDlALD." 

4. All entries to be typewritten as far as possible . 

5,, Fo illustrations whatsoever , but , if desired , title !'Jl.\.V be 
printed :in ornamental lettering. 

6. All contributions , of course , to be anonynous as far as iltdiviciuaJ 
mecibers of t.ie various Clubs ere conc erned , ( see rule 2 above) 

7 . Closing date - 3oth November, 1959. 

B. Any entry not observing t hese rul es , esp0<>ially size a.'Jd cont ent s 
will be immediately disqualified . 

9 . All entries will be marked >1ith a dist;.nguis.'ling s~'lllbol, 1·:hich 
will be is sued t o t he various Cl ubs at a later date , to geth er Kit t 
th e address to which the completed entrie s should bo sen t . 

10 . The name of th e judge will be B!Ulounced as soon as his conser:t 
to judGe is rece i ved, but , in order to moke the judgin& a little 
speedier , entries will not leave this countl"'J fo r judg:in{;. 

~***'***** »**** ************ •Ill If I II II II 1111 II It II II IN II ll lf it 1( 11 )1-J:+lf-'.H*-H~ * 

l!:l\!ITED: l•ia,:;net No. 799, S.0 .L' s 60, 68 , ~-d. Gems 16 , TI, Ge:os 279 , 
359, 364, 433, B. F. Libraries 1st series 237 King Cricke t, 334 Jungle 
Patrol , 383 After Light's Out , 497 Adventure Creek . 
DR. ROilffiT ',lllSO!i , 100 BROOMFIELD ROAD, GLASGW, N .1. 

UAN'l'ED URGENTLY t o complete set "Captai ns" VGls. 3'3 and 41. " Chums" 
years 1892 , 1893, 1894 , 1895 , 1914, 1915. Could anyone as sfat? 
E. C. _CARTER, 2 COOPIB STREET, Kl!IGSFORD, N.S.\l . , AUSTRALIA. 

CHANGE OF ADDR;SS: Please note Frank Vernon Lay hss c,oved to - 52 
OAKLEIGH GARD~S, llHETSTOUE, LOtrrx>~~, Ii .2 0 . 'Phone number later . 
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HAMILTONIAN A 
Conmilod by !ID!!IERT L,;CKE?IBY 

Yell, ther e ' e quite a lot to !let into Hamil toni &!la this air.th. Ye 
start off vi th a cheery note from Pronk Richards . 

Dear Herbert Leckenby, 
'l'llenks for the C.D. I t came just in '.;ime f or me to read Eric 

Feyne ' s artic l e "llhat 1s in a Haoe?" over my breakfMt roll; reviving 
man,y pleasant ce::,ori es . I wo.s very pleased, too , with the review of 
the "old fat r.um" on pago 204, and readers who agroe t hat r.\)' new seri es 
has started well , mey be pl eased to lmow that it will run to nine ploys , 
inst ead of th e usual half-d ozai , which to ce at l eas t , seccs quite a 
BOOd id ea . 

Kindest regards, 

FRANK RICli/J\DS 

•• * .. * 
LE!'1S BE CONTROVffiSUL 

(In t hi s seri es , :lric Feync touches on certain catte rs of int ere st to 
students of too Har..ilton papers . Ho give s his own vie., superficfally , 
If you will wri te to him, expres s ing your opinion s on the topi cs he 
discusse s , he will sumari se r eaders ' views in a future is sue. ) 
110. 29. MU1'1< RIC:1AR001S llRITIJiG L!ff;. 

lie il Bell , author of many dozerui of novels , hss ,ri t t(Jl his 
Autobiography , and ile has aloo written a separate , or :: entitled "f,y 
Writing Life ," !lot bein& V<JrY in te re s ted in th e pri vat e lif e of f.ir, 
Bell , I did not find his :.utobiograpey particulnrl;f mtrancinl!, but 
hnVin& read md enj oyed oomo of hin novel s , and read an:l dioliked other s 
from his pen, I found "My l/ri ting Life• f ascinating . 

I t i s nw some years since "The :.Utobiograpey of Frank Richards " 
ecco on the r.nrket to ontertnin his odr:tirors . In its striking dust 
jack et, it occupi es a positi on of honour on our boo~shol vcs , 

An lutobiogr aphy and a "llri ti. 'lg Lif e• arc r oall,Y t,,o diff erent 
thin&s , and I a:, not sure that t he "!.utobi ogrs p!!y of Fra.'lk Richard s" 
did not slip between the tw,, stool s . He gave us details of certain 
adveni;ur,,s be enjoyed as a young l!l61l, The average IW\ ' s lif o is ver/ 
uneventful , and even a fanous author is wll il:ely to have ha:! o real 
book- full of in teresting experi ences , In Hr. Richards ' c05e, "" sholll;d 
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have bem enthralled by some account of his childh ood and his mhool 
life . 'r/e should have liked to know whether he inh erited hi s gift for 
writing • 

.All the same, these matters ar e entirely Hr, Richards ' own 
business . He is , as we well Jmow, a retiring typ e of man, and we have 
no r ight in the world to ottempt to pry into matters which he prefers 
to keep pri vate . . 

His "1iri ting Life" however, to some exten t, belongs to us all , 
True , in his Autobiography he gave us mnny graphic glimpses into this , 
and they alone made the book well worth the money the publisher 
charged for it . But those glimpses .ere restricted - they served to 
give us a yearning for more. 

I hope that one day , ere long , Mr. Richards may see fi t to pen 
hi s "Writing Lif e. " I cannot think that there would be any difficul i;y 
in finding a publisher for it - the demand for non-fiction ,orks is 
colossal . The writing li fe of th e man who must be the most prolific 
writ e~ of th e century, would sure ly evoke great i!:terest . 

I feel sure t hat Mr, Richards could give us a t housand and one 
items to fascinate us, beyond th e outlines which he gave us in J,.is 
Autobiogr aphy. We should not ask for insi6ht into any r easons fo r 
isol ated friction which might have occurred at any time - and no man 
could pursue any voca t i on without some fom of fricti on occurring now 
and then . That sort of t hing would be no concern of ours. But there 
must be endless information in connectio n with his stories and t heir 
handling that ~ir, Richards could give us without any recrir.ination and 
without s;,oiling any of our illusions . 

Nr. Riche.rd s is a busy man, and though his wonderful aoctmrulat ion 
of years rest s lightly upon him - and may it do so for many years to 
come - it is understandable that he has to limit his commi1.::ent s these 
deys. I hope that he .-ill consider the possibility of giving us his 
"Wri tL'l{: Life" in book form . If he feels unable to undertak e an 
addition to his Autobiography , idlat a tre at i t would be for us ell 
if he would contribute a brief sketch of his l'iri ting Life to th e C.D. 
Annual . 

If the best and second best are outside reason, perhaps some 
day he will le t one of us who writ e regularly for t he C.D. interview 
him for th e purpose of gathering scnoo facts and .rite up "Frank 
Richards ' Writing Life " for th e enjoyment of readers. I t would be 
a very poor third best - but it would be bette r than nothing . 

It's j ust my point of view! What' s yours? 

• * * * * 
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COllTROVERSUL WHOES 
No. 27. S<!IEBODY SAID. (Third Sp=) 
BILL LOFTS writes : "I have rend with eruch interest your comment, on 
my School Mood arti cle . I think it probable that Charles Hacil ton, 
who v~s obviously the best wri tcr of boys' stor ies on the ianrket , vns 
not so much in his element whoo it came to writing sto r ies for gi!-ls . 

I concede that Bessie Bunter did not appear in the Magnet l oll8 before she featured fa School Friend , an! I was really intending to 
emphasise the poiJlt that the gi rl s of Cliff House - Marjorie llazeldcno 
and Cla1:a Trcvlyn - wore creatod by Mr. Jlru:d.lton long before the School 
Friend was thought of . 

Vhen I statod that L. S. RanSOO>O vns the best of the School 
Friend writer s , I was givill8 the opinion of most of the editors with 
whom I have cooo in touch , You certsinly cake a good point when you 
ask why, if this was the case , the fomat of School Friend changed so 
soon after ho started wri tillg th e storie~ . I could write a wholo 
articl e on this - it has a lot of connection with the i.-ltroduction of 
lending libraries , which eloost stopped altogether the l!iarl<et of 
juvenile f i ction . " 

My quotntion iJl S.P . C. "Frank Richards hod created Cliff House 
cany yenrs before the fir.It issue of th e ·~chool Friend' af penred . 
Marjorie Hazeldene , Clara Trevlyn , and Bessie Bunter had been featured 
in many of t he Greyfriars stories • ••••••• ' 

Now the first issue of School Friend was dated May 17th , 1919. 
Bessie was mentioned in Maiinet No. 572, dated 25th Jonuary, 1919, in t he Wally Buntor series. n,,gnet tlo, 582, dated April 5th , 1919, 
actually featured Bessie on the cover - and the fir st chapte r denls 
mostly about her in a most amusL,g ca!Vl!rsation with Dr. Locke. So 
you see I Ill! correct in stating t hat Bessie did appear before the 
first issue of the School Friood . Bessie ciust have been Uought of by 
Hr. Hamil ton befo re the School Friood vas considered . • 
BOGER JEllKillS writes: "I would not agree with you al together about 
the ease in which sub sto ries oould be spotted , Even experienced 
collectors sometimes disagree a, the author ship of on odd a tory hero 
and t here , and, though such doubtful cases are f ew in mmibcr, I think 
it must be conceded that young readers of tbo time might have been 
take, in by even coro e8Sily det ectable sub sto ri es , 

Agsin , for the casual r eader the J:18.8ic of Greyfr iars or St . Jim ' s might even have been enough 1n itself to survive the rough handling of 

,: 
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the sub writer . Further , there aro even some collectors tod8y who 
odmi t they class some 3ub sto ri es 1J111ong their firm f avourites . 

I think the answer must be that a r egular reader with a firm eye 
fo r sty l e and consistency must have notioed th e sub sto ri es , but in 
ot her cases i t would have been a mat ter of chance . But Eric , don 't 
try to tell us that you were a bad scho lar.• 

~ writes : ".ls a youth I mainly read t he Magnet, and 1'hil s t I 
someti oes found th " stories to be inf'orio r, it never occurred to me to 
doubt their autho r ship ." 

~ writes : "Whils t it is hard to f~ out exactly what did 
happen with r~ ard to th e School Friend in 19 19, I do agree that the 
oarl i es t stories were much the better . Some of the l ater ones were 
unreadable, in my opinion . 

Regarding your coaments on detec ting th e sub stories when young, 
rcnomber qui tc definit ely being very puzzlod over t he heavy treaimcnt of 
some yarns , and t he smooth likeable pace of oth ers . It lll!lazed ne th at a 
writ er could turn out such complet el y di ~rent styles . I was to o du::ib 
to go a step furthe r and rmY it ~ a diff er ent vri t er. But I di scard ed 
t hese mel odramatic yams end kept t he others, and in later years , vhcn I 
clearl y realised what had happened , I was abl o to check r:,y books against 
a list of subs , and t here were only about 3 subs kept , and t hese had 
(end s till have) a special charm to me of their own.• 
GDlRGE SELLARS wri tes : " I agree wit h you about dete cting th e dil fo r onco 
be tween Charl es Hamil ton ' s s tories, and the sub stories . I had been 
reading th e Gem nearly two years when I read the Parker series in 
January , 1917. I wuld have been very t hick in t he head if I had ever 
entertained a t hought tha t Mart in Cl ifford had written t hese alJoo3t 
unreadable tal~s . I believe they were tr,e very wor st stor i es by any 
rub wri ter to appear in the Gem or !!,ignet , and I should sey there were 
quite a lot of readers who noticed the difference as well as myself . 

These stories were a blot on th e fair nalte of t he Gom. • 
RILL~ writ es : "R~ arding your comments on Bill Loft s ' Cliff 
House authors, you are r18ht about Bess ie Bunter . The fir st mention 
of her i s in Magnet No. 572, and ll8llin there were brief references to her 
in 574 and 582. These i ssues were early in 1919, so i t ma::, be that 
th ere was thoUBht that early of a girls ' paper fea turing Bessi e . 

I fear t hat I was not a good Hamilt onian. I have , now, not t he 
l east rec oll ecti on of ever noticiiig that so.., M,ignet and Gem stories vere 
not in the 661110 clsss as the r es t. For all that , I m,zy have noticed at 
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the tinr, , but failed to r001<11oorit, for I was out of contact with both 
papers from 1919 to the 1930s, Then, of course , I could eas il y 
distinguish a sub story from a genuine one .. ,until I came to that Dirk 
Power series in the Gem. I wouldn •t have believed that it was Frank 
Richards ' worl< if he hadn't soid i t was. " 

RQ.~ CROLLIE writes: "Today, I have no difficulty , of course , in 
distinguishing Mr. Hamilton' s worlc in t he Gem and ~.agnet from that of 
othe r writers who tried to r elate the adventures of tm scholars of 
Greyfriars and St. Jim' s . But I maintain that any r eader of the papers 
when they were actually appearing , must have been a r eader of very 
long standing - a far longer period th et was average for even a St , 
Jin11 s and Gr eyfriars enthusiast - if he could pick out th e difference 
between a genuine tale ard a sub story . Al t hough most of us were quite 
capable of di stinguishing that two stories were writt en by different 
authors , we had not the inside knowl edge tnat one of than hod or
i{;ina t ed the char acters and places that were depicted therein, 

May I end on this note , If all t he sub stories had been written 
in th e style of ' Tom Merry f~ Bor st al • then I must confess thet I 
would have had far more difficulty in distinguishi.,ig them from too 
genuine artic l e. " 

mIC FAYNE adds : Some months ago , Roger Jenkins and I were discussing 
a white-cover !·iagnet series, in which o film compeny visited Greyfriers , 
and Wingnte fell in lov e with a film star , Elsie Mainwaring, Roger' s 
impression was that it was a genuine series , written when Frank Richards 
wr.s off - form. I myself, Unugh it was many years since I hed rend it , 
gnve my opinion t hat i t wns a sub series , Somehow, the very nnme, 
Els ie MaL,iwaring, di d not smack of tho genuL'lS Frank , and I em still 
holding t he view that it was a sub series . 

My t bvnks to Mrs. Vera :iicholls, who sent to me e l ette r which 
she had roceived from one of her f avourite writers, Ida Mel bourne . It 
would appear that "Ida Holbourne" i s th e L, E, Ransome to whom Mr, 
Lofts ref er s . 

* * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Sexton Blake "New Look" series Nos. 359, 365, 366, 367, 370, 
385, 390, Must be in good condition . 
JOHii STEELE, "GLOBE'' CHIEilA, HO!-!S GARRIS& , B.F .P .0 . 57, 

WANTED: The fir st Bunter Look - "Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School " 
10/- offered . 
COLIN WYATT, 85 CARNFORTH GARD&·IS, ELil ?.ARK, HORNCHURCI!, ESSEX. 

•• 
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QUIZ3LE NO. 9 
The l etters L'l t he nu":lbered squares, if 
placed in th e lower grid , will spell out 
a welcome event at t he end of the SUrn:ner 
Tom.. 

CLUE DO\r.l: A. A Sine Qua lion o! the 
Vacat io n . (3 , 5 ,4 ,3 , ) 

CLUE3 ACROSS: 

A. !lot difficult for Ali ilen Yusef . 
B. Corry on, Narie Rivers . 
C. Did he ever make a duck on Little 

Side? 
D. T:IPical of Cardew - and descrip tive 

of Lord Reckness , perhaps . 
~ . Nugent is , i s more ways t han one. 
F. Signs of Sprin& in the quad . What 

a g&me! (4 ,4) 
G. This Shell fis.o tries to be funny . 
H. Jimmy Silver is it - am has tt. 
I. Protected by Tom Nerry , and wrecked 

by Fatty Wynn. 

,---.r;r,1 9 i~ 
5 16 17 18 19 ·2 

5 2627282930 

J . !ir . Chunkley has one a t Cour t 
fi old . 

K. Each Gem had one , an! was ono. 
L. The Pamous Five experienced it 

in the China Seas . 
i-!. Thus, even Billy Bunter i s smalle r than life . 
I: . Blake is oft en called one, and obviously s l:ould be one - but he 

isn ' t ! (3,3) 
O. Skinner l ikened wharton t o this , and .;u1ius Caesar said "Hence ! 

rlil t thou l ift up •• ••• • 

llri te on a postcard t.'le words in th e ~ower grid a.'ld th e ammer to t.'le 
Clue Down. 5/ - to tm sender of the first correc t so luti on received 
by t he Edit or . 

RESUT.Jl' OF QUIZZLE !IO. 8 - Solution to Clue Down - "Saili.-ig the Thames• 
Hidden words - "The Grand Gc.-,tle, ,,a.-, of Broacistairs ." First correc t 
solu tio n received from ¥.. L. ilill iai."3cn , 410 Oakwood Lane , Leeds , a; to 
whom 5/ - has been sent . llort hern 40 pts, London 30 p t s , lf.erscyside 10 pts . 
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I MEET GEORGE RICH!iOlID SAf!'elAYS - l:AGNE.T AND GDI EXPERT 
By\/. O. G. Lofts 

Forewor d: 
--- In- lio. 63 of the "Stor; Paper Collecto r" dated July, 1957. I 
wrote a short article onti tled "George Richmond Samways - and especially 
Magnet 400" . I would suggest to r eader s who have t hi s particul ar 
i ssue - that t o refr esh t heit, memories on the merit s of G. R. Sa.~ways -
t hat th ey re-read through it again befor e reading " Y foll o,'i ng article . 
Tirio will give thm some idea. of tl"e great enthusiasm and eX])ert k:low
l edgo that G. R. So1mmy s showed in his early days on t ho fa.1>ous school -
boy characters in the "~~et " a.~ "Gem". This inf onnati on wo.s 
supplied t o :::e, by a former s chool fri end of his - who was of t he fi..-i:, 
opinion t hat ' Sam' as he called him, was easily th e most knowlcde;e
ablc person who evor worked on tho "Magnet" and 11Ga:111

• His inti!"...o.te 
lrno11ledge on all th e characters was as t ounding - es not only did ho 
,Tit o a t l eas t 100 Grevfriars and _St, Jin's s t ori es - but pra ctic ell y 
wrote .all, t h:3 contents in th!! 11Greyfriars Heralds ", nTom ~lerry 1 s 
i7eekly' s ", 11Roliday Annuals", etc .. , exceptin g of c ourse , the l ong 
s to ri e s in those papers written by Charl es F.arni.l t on. Rhy;:res a.'lli 
ditti es uerc his speciality - and t hose crust hc.va tot e.lled in all 
several thousands - if one could CO!"':J)Uto than all. But fir s tly, f or 
t M ben e fit of re aders who wereUDabloto r oad ey art i cl e on this 
aut hor - here is a very bri ef sypnops is cf what I urot e :-

G. R. Sanr~:a:rs as a boy uont to a very st rict blu ecoat typo of 
schoo l . The Co1:1pcnion p=i.pors which incl uded the ":·!~e t " a.rid "Gen11 

were very unju st ifinbly clas sed with the ' blood end tlrunder ' ty;,e of 
boys li t cratur e - and the Herulr::iestor who was r egard.ad. by ono and al l 
ns a narrow-minded old tyrant , "'"i t h an extrecile ly pious disposi tion , 
put u vocy ri gorous hen on ther.:. \foe betide , any youth 11ho was caught 
r eading th e:, ! Hot only wru, t he so-ca ll ed offend::u,g liter atur e con
fi sca ted - but t he culpr i t received a scvel!l licking in tho bargain ! 

This ban did not d::mnt Sar:wcys h<r,rnver, as he was so cnthusies tic 
Md keen to read ~.or e about tho schools of Greyfriar s r.nd St . Jim ' s -
thd ho organised nn ' underground movement' whore the "Magnet " and 
"Gen" wcro circul .'.!.ted fr 0ely . He ovon held weekly re adings in tho 
school pl cyground where to an onthr cl.led audi ence hemrruted ti:e 
current adventur es of Han-y llharto n and Ton Merry and Co. 

Later when he l eft sci,ool r.nd was nble to wri t c le tt er s withou t 
having th em censor c'<i by t he Nru,t or s , he started tc bomber<! the Edit or 
of the "Magnet" a.11d 11Gem11 wi th poc:.i.s-ditti cs - short sto ri es etc . , and 
t o his _grea t deli8ht many of tho:,, were published - the fir st i.'l ~ct 
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No. 249, 1912, which also included hi s ll8l!lEl in rhyme . After severe! 
j obs he at l OBt reali sed his youthful OClbi tion - arxl obt oined a post 
as jwlior sub-editor in th e ~et and Gem off i ce. In 1915, he was 
known to have written MDgnet No. 400 - a special story with a religious 
theme, to sort of eras o th e sti~ of the so-<>allcd ' Bl ood end T!nmdor' 
from his favourite p!lpor , and especial ly oo to appease his old Head
m.astnr . He ,ms l ast hoard of in the late 30s in t ho Southend area -
but desp i to an cxlu!usti ve search by r.zysolf I never succeedoo in 
tr acing him until a short while ago •• • • • • . now read on . 
g~ 
Stnr l'ing with getting t ho solution as to tho actual idcnti ty of the 
well known wri tor of serials in boys sto ri es ' Edmund Burton 1 

- end 
l a ter by a series of deducti ons , with the co-operation of my gr eet 
friend Derek Adley , I was at last cl>le to trac e th e whereabouts of 
George Richmond SOl!lWeys. In very i.~te resti.'lg l et t ers to me, he WOB 

astonishod t o know of t ho vast 1111ount of interest th ere was still 
todcy in th e old MDgnet and Gem. I too was astonished a t the 
:s-:inzing knowl edge he showed in th e old stories and by his r.!Cnti on of 
several l!ru;ri_l toninn i t oms - which have been most controvers i al for 
ye;,:rs - and whi ch certainly shows a new li ght on t he subjects. A1l "" 
Ind so !illlch to discuss on the matte r, he sugge3tcd that I stayed with 
him for a "eokend - where we could talk about th e old papers to our 
hearts cont ent ; end this I gbiJ.y agreed on. 

Aft er a weekend cf l ove~ weather, and in my opin i on the most 
informative ever spen t in the quest for information on the Hagnet arxl 
Gem, I can now reoord the following facts in Mr. Samways' own words . 

"One dey whilst working in t he office , I was sent fo r by th e 
edito r of t he companion papers - H. A. Hinton - md was req ues t ed to 
wri ta a Greyfriars st ory for the Magnet. I was som6l0hat overawed 
by this commission , for th ough very familiar with Charles ll,•nilto n' s 
style {I had been an avid reader of the Magnet a'ld Gem since th e 
first issues) I had never ye t attempted a long story in my life! How
ever , I t ook lodgings in London am t ackled the task , and on ih e Mon
dey morning , the stox-f was presented to H. A. Hinton , and Maurice 
Down, the chief sub-editor for their appro val. They accepted it, and 
I wmt hoo:e the richer by £15 15 O! This story was certainly not one 
of my best effo rts and ·,:is No. 353 entitled r.The Reign of Terro r" in 
1914 . L:iter I conceived the idea to bring t he rival schools togethe r 
in a grand sporto tournamen t - prior to that - sport had only been 
deal t with in a curs ory wey in the stories. This story was enti tled 
"Sport smen All" No. 3901 1915 - and this story according t o H.A. Hinton , 



232.~~~~~~~~~~~ brought an tnazing response fro m re aders quosting for moro tales of 
that nal>.lre. 

A.a a rosul t of this I vas spoc:i31Jy oocmissioned to vri te for the Boys• Friend Library, an oo,oco vord yam on the same lines . This was 
entitled "SCHOOL Ah'D SPOR'l" and was a great success ; several thousands 
more than the U3ual quota were printed in a reissue, 

I am very surprised 1ilat this story should hove been a ttributed 
to John Nix Pentelow by oome reader s - for our styles of ,Ti ting wero 
so widely dis- s imilar . Pootolov was an c xcellent vri te r in his ovn 
f i cld , but :,s a writer of 1:ae,ict and Gu, sto r ies he had two seri ous 
defects :-

(a) extreme verbosity (b) no sen,,s of hur:iour 
There once appeared in u Pentel ow story :-

"Rnts! • said Bob Cherry monosyllabicall,v , and this phruse was rep eat ed 
jes tin/;ly in th e offic e for a long til:>e after, As M ori ginal m tcr , 
Pentelov -.as much my superior , M:, work was not lfr .ed by ~im, and he 
very r ~h tly criticised two of my chief fault s , i , e, inability to 
create charac te rs , and thinness of plo ts, But th ese t ·,o faults , al 
though f at ..U:, disabling to an ori ginal. vri ter , were less serious in the cose of a 3Ubstitute wri tor ; for the characters were already 
re a ted, ond schoolboy readers did not l!lind thinness of plot so 10118 "" the story was gripping a.'ld exciting , Moreover , these fa ult, .cro 
redeemed in ,:,y cese by a keen sense of hucour , which Pcr.telov enti r ely 
lacked , The disparity between a Pentolov story and a SBr.!Vo,ys sto I"J is 
evid ent . A Pen to l ow sto ry has plot and fom , but i s extre::lOly prosy . 
A S=a:,s story h:,s neithe r plot nor fem , but the dial ogue is crisp 
and 3Mppy , and modelled as closely as possib l e upon ChDrlen H:imilt on ' s. 

If the f1aenet sto ry, "Sportsz,ien ALL" is cou:parcd with ·~ hool 
and Spo rt• it will quicl'.ly be appar ent t hat both stories are by the 
sno.e wri ter .. "School t Sport" on t,xpcn~cd wrsic.n vt •:S!JorttD.ru All !" 

Despi to our sligh t differenc e of opinion on the stori es - both J,,:1n Nix Pente l ov and oysolf were the very best of fri o:lds; he was a 
very eld erly lllllll vhen I Jmev him in 1915 - and sad tc sey , al,oost stone 
deaf . A r.,ost kindly ond fr ie ndly man, he was a very pt>instaking'lii( 
oditor and vould not do anything vithout e good re ason. 

I om very surpri sed to hoar thnt iir , Ponte l ow ha.3 been scvero ly c:ritioieed. ,-t. tices b)• soa, 9f pour CXJ!!ber,\ , .CS\•<ci'\lly en the caae of 
whoo ho killed ~ff t he Greyfriars sixth fonnor\ in llc8net No. 520, 
cnti tled "J. Vary Ga.:.J.ant Gwtl c= " en, a,cn Arthur Court»ey, of oourse , 
ceased to appear on his death , Tho follo1nng e:tpl !ll18tion as to th o 
true foots of th e matter r:,ey r,a,vo soa, of th e st~ ~ttachcd tc his ~ name, And I cm wrpriscd t.>iat none of yoir lmovlcdgable lla:iiltoniens 
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hav e ever guessed the reason for r eco ving Arthur Courtney from th e 
Greyfriers Sixth fo r eve r, 

Letters had been pouring into the M.c..-:r.ot office for some time from 
read er s who were cooplainir.g about th e swlari ty of the Nll!les be tween 
Arth ur Courtn ey of th e Greyf r i ars Sixth - and Frank Cour tenay, Captain 
of the Fourth form a t !lighcliffo - rn,iny wer e thinking that they were 
one and t he same person , whil s t ot he r s were thinking that the chri s tian 
ruu:ies were wrongly given (core of this l ater) . 

There was undoubtedly a l ot of confusi on between the two 
char acter s , at l eas t to the reader s a t tho t ime. J ohn Nix Pcnte l ow, 
th e Magne t editor , asked fo r guidance on th e matter to a high er nuth
ori ty and was to ld blun tly, to kill one of th e cluiraotcrs off! After 
much th ought, m d in t he fac t t ha t Pronk Courtaiay of !ligh clif fe was 
extremely popular by hi s presenc e in th ose brilli llllt schoo l sto ries 
of Highc liff e "The Boy wit hout a Name" and "Rivals and Chu!ls" in til e 
Boys Fri end Library , and als o in th e ligh t th a t Artlrur Courtney had 
not featured in many of t he current Greyfriar s yam s , ho decided t o 
finish th o char acter , So 8IJi! onus in th e future fo r the ldlling off 
of this Gr eyf riars character \ , sho uld r est on th e higher aut hority tha t 
ordered it.• ( to be con tinu ed ) 

WAflTID: GENS - 313, 314, 315, 316, 319, 320, 321, 322, 356, 358, 359, 
TI~~ . ~ . m . ~~ffl . m,m , m . ~ . ~~94~948 . ~ : 
951, 953, 954, 956, 964, 967, 968, 970 , 975, 976, 977, 979, 980, 92~. 986, 
990, 992, 993, 998, 1116, 1126, 1129, 1133, MACNETS - 45, 52, 134, 136, 
138, 141, 195, 205, 238, 277, 318, 319, 325, 344, 346, 347, 353, 357, 
358, 386, 388, 400, 411, 417, 469, 717, 719, 752, 773, 806, ro3, 811, 834, 
842, 849, 850, 856, 858, 862, 863, 864, 865, 866, 868, 900, 921, 924, 
925, 935, 936, 940, 942, 943, 944, 946, 948, 949, 950, 951, 954, 955, 
958, 965, 967, 988, 996, POPULARS - 370, 385, 390, 395, 396, 398, 418, 
428, 452, 455, 461, 466, 474, 475, 
_ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBI'!O:J,, SURREY. 

FCR SALE_ - Large quantity of Magnet s , Gcms, S. O.L' s and some Holid a;, 
.t.nnuel s (including 1920) , B. B, books e tc., in good condit ion . fuquir ies 
wit h S .A.E. to MR, J.. BLIJNDil! , 43 ELi4FIELD AVDIIJE, T~ DINGTOJI, M_:D~~.:_ 

VAliTED: MAGliErS Nos . 28 to 35, 39, 44, 48 to 52, 55, 517, 648, 740, 
742, 745; 747, 749, 753, 756 to 159, 762, 767, 768, 711, 773, 800 , 882, 
884, 920, 921, 933, 952, 953, 954, 1037, 1191, Most generous exchanges 
considered or your prico paid, LOFTS, 56 SHERJNG!W! HOUSE, LONOON, N. V.1, 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by JACK WOOD, Nostaw, Stockton Lane, York , 

Phone: 25795 

* * * * * 
This oonth "" complet e the excellen t fu:ndom Recollecti ons by 

Jim Sutcliffe , 1n1d I ' m sure Lee fans everywhere wil l have so.ared r,y 
enjoymenJ: of Jim ' s surv ey of a typico.l.ly Brooksim seri ea . 

"THE FATAL FIFTH" 
Guy Fa1'kes ccl ebr atiors coincided with th e t es t of t he seventh 

infidel and t his ti r.ie it was Wal to r Church and while he was undergoing 
his te s t in t he mnas tery ruins Handfor th int erv ened a t the very moc-
ent that Church was acquitting hinself to th e pri est ' s satis fa ctio n , 
and as a re sul t of this Handforth i s bound to a gigantic cath erin e 
wheol, eigh t feet L'I diar.:et er , a fate that h8Ji been prepared for 
Church, had ho filled in hi s test, Church, al th ough now acquitted , 
l,iy bound hand e.'ld foo t while the prie s ts l!lsdo thei r es cape ard 
helpless he watched Handy tm,ung with eVf!r inc r easing speed, saf e 
fo r e minut e or two whil e t he fire,rork burned on its perill et e r . Then 
Church , in a f r enzy wrenched hi s hands f ree and s truggl ed t o Hondy, 
pulled him t o a stands till and cut hie fre e , The wheel now fr eed of 
it s burden , i;nt hered momentum and continued its pyrotechnic disp l cy 
whil e t he two juni ors crawled into the n:igtl; md safe ty , 

"T:'IE HORROR OF T~ RUINED ABBEY'' 
The surJJ:JOns to number e~1t came on a bitt er r.iisty !lova,ber 

evening ..-id t he reci pient was J ack Grey who was in Bannington on a 
shopping expediti on , He made his way purpose fully to th e ruined Abbey 
betwem St . Frank' s and ::Cigm:ioor, but on the wey is seen by Gore
Pee.rcc who foll ows him , t hinking Grey is on his vey back to th e school • 
.Is t i>ay eppronch the ll.bbey ruin ; Gore -Pearc e catches a e].impse of one 
of th e Tibetan Pri es ts in his r obes and t hinks he has seen the ghos t of 
the Abbot ! In s id e the l,.bboy Jeck Grey fims that his task i s to driv e 
a dagge r into the heart of one of th e priests who is accused of 
tr ea chery - th ey W311t to rnako a i:m-derer of him! He refused , not fro m 
cowardic e but because of th e fe eling of nausea that overc ""e him, only 
to find tha t the pri es t was in fac t l oyal to Taaz am what had l ooked 
like his bare chest was in fa ct a metcl plate through which no dagger 
could hav e penotratod , At this aol:l€!lt , howaver, Reggie Pitt wcs 
brough t in havir.g been found l oakine for his chum am now a more 
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diabo li cal ord eal w,,s prcp:,red for Jack Grey - he was to be Pitts • 
execut ione r! However, once 08'ain the orien tal fanati cs were 
thwarted by tho l\I'rlvnl of Nipper , llandfo rt h and othe r juniors in the 
"!mow" who, havi.."lg hcord Goro-Pco.rc e • s s tory of the • ghos t" had put 
i..., ond two togo t hcr and accompeni ed by alrost half the junior school 
rllid cd · tbc lt.bbey ruins . This ti me th e pr i ests w r c som l!lld received 
unwclcana publicity and i t woul d not bo long before tho eynterioU3 di a
appearan co of the """' of th e East af t er t he a hip wrec.lc and the ro
nppcr anco of robed figures near St . Frank ' s wore connected , so they 
r.rust l!IOVC swif t ly if t he two remaining juniors ~13re to be put to t ho 
test. 

"THE Dr,i'IL'S Ml.RE" In th e middl e of :, ni8ht of :iJ;,pcnctrable fog cac,e 
ficClur o1 s tum ond this ti.me tm priestn cane into thl schoo l Md t oc,k 
hin , despite precautions l<hich h:id been taken . Once egnin Dnnr.ington 
Hoor was tm scune , where he was ordered to walk fonmrd into tho 
treacherous Uog knom as the Devil ' s Mire . He r efused to do thi!J end 
canngod t o elude hi s capto rs after t hrowing poppe r in their faces ard 
hoped to cscepo in tm mis t but he reckoned with out t he cun.'Wlg of tm 
pri ests , fo r afte r only a fe w yards ho was pull ed up by a lasso ! lfo 
doub t, hod McClur e wnlked int o t ho bog corru,1'1!1ded by th o Prie s ts , this 
l llSso would have been used by th e f anatical pri es ts to pu.1.1 hin bnck 
to safe ty after he hod satisfied thm as to th o quality of his courage , 
but now, he h'.ld no second chance . The pri es ts threw him bodily :nto 
the r.iiddlo of tm mire where he "°uld r.iost cortainly have been sucked 
dol<!l to his deRth , hsd not a rescue party led by lfippor 1 s klsatinn deg 
wit h phosp horous scc::irod over hin , which t o 1ho terrified pries t s , =:u:;t 
havo r.ad tm appcnrnnce of tm hound of t he Bnskcrvillus , r..1Tivod on th e 
scone. 

" Tl!E SCAJU.jj OF DREAD" Ni ppe r was the final victim ond again t he 
pri ests mode a nocturnal vis i t t o the school , but this timo the pro
cedu.ro was differont . Travers , who had been th o firs t to cnswor the 
c'1ll fron Ta:iz , rccei ved a lett er in th o morning , t olling hiD tha t 
llippo r ' s call hsd come but thot his test would not t e.ke pl o.co unti l 
midnig ht , at a spo t !mown ns Denth Gulley in the depths of Boll t on 
Wood , ond t hat the nine juni or s ..tio had alrcody nnswerod t he 3U!Jl:IODS 

woul d bo required to be pr esen t on th e occasion of th e final test. 
Meanwhil e , Nipper WllS a pri sone r in ono of th e dtnJ8COYU1 of Zinestro 
Castle , th e building which had bean transpo rt ed by a Spanish noblwon 
and re-erected block by block on its pro se nt si tc in Bell ton lfood. 
Midnigh t eventually ca:oo md !lipp er was takon t o the area in Denth 
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Gulley . Here, Travers had brought t he eight other witnesses and an 
aw~inspiring scene they saw. The robed priests fonned a semi- circle 
ranged on either side of Raa-ok, the chief priest , veiled and sitting 
in the great carved chair with the image of Taaz , the Vulture God, 
perched on 1 ts back . 

In t he cmtre of this arena l ay Nipper stripped to th e waist and 
spread - eagled with his hands and f eet bourd to s t akes . The nine 
juniors watched in silence as one of t he priests laid a trai l of sticky 
li quid along the ground , finis hing in a pool an Nipper's chest . Then 
another priest re l eased a giganti c beetle from a casket - the sacred 
scarab of Taa.z ! 

After a warning from th e lri,.h priest himself , that only silence 
cculd save !lipper ' s lif e , the juniors watched with baited breath . The 
scarab moved along the tr ail get t ing neare r and nearer, consuming the 
liquid as i t went, end Nipper ' s blood tumed to water as the repulsive 
creature crawled onto hi s bare skin , but he closed his eyes and waited. 

Then, t he unforeseen happened , a piece of twig f ell from a tree 
above and landed on II i ppor' s eyo . He gasped ond jumped in pain tond ct 
that instent the giant scara b rose up to strike . Creek ( There wes th e 
r eport of a revolver and th e scurnb was sent flyi ng off Nipper ' s chest 
and ct the sooe time men with lights bl azing appeured c.s if fro:n no
where , led by Nelson Lee himself accompanied by our old friend Detective 
In spec t or Lennard of Scotlan d Yard. The priests .-ere arrested and 
Nipper was rolen.sed. Of course , everyone was mystified to know how 
Nelson Lee hnd lmown of Nipper ' s ordeal , everyone , thnt is , e xcept Vivi an 
Travers who cdmittod to phoning the detective in London and giving h:iJll 
nll t ho details. 

The pri ests of Tc::z clained that tho scarab was harmless end would 
not have a t t :>cked Nipper in any case and wClS used only to test his 
courage . Anyway , the outcome was that the priests were placed 011 an 
Easte rn bound ship Hnd deported as undesirables. 

Well, that is a bri ef synops is of each pl ot end as I said earlier , 
the series ,ire well worth looking up and in his "Let ' s Tolle it Ovor" 
sec tion in. the second story , lliwy Searl es Brooks r eplying to a l etter 
had writt en t o tti,.m, rofe?Ted to the present seri es of "Ta'!Z Stori es " 
as "being more in my line!" 

* * * * * 
FOR SALE OR EXCHAN'.:E - "Mi.GtiEI'S" 104 , 107 , 109, 112, 113, 116, 118 , 119, 
127 , 131 , 135 , 145, 148 (doubl e no.) 149, 151, 152, 163, 166, 168, 175, 
1TI , 178 , 181 , 184, 189 , 212 . WANTED - Ezra Quir ke Series . Some 
Mac>ets havo no covers, others edges trim::-.ed . All in decent orde r. 
O.'fc,st<, : G. THo:1PSON,._filALLASEr PARK, _OID P@{ RO/Jl, 3ELFASI', 
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OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
LONDO!! SIDTION: Good sales and oxc.'1nnges, popul ar compet i t ion s , a 
gow road:u,g fr om 'M::.gnet' No. 810 by Roger Jenkins , nnd t he dis tri 
but io n of the 1960 "Bill y Bunt er ' s Own" all went togethe r tc 1:1ake one 
more very enjo yable !1>3eting at East I>ulwich with L<n, Jos i e and El eanor 
Pack=n do:uig the hospi t al i ty honour s . Furthermo re , Lon took over the 
chai r in the unavoidab l e absence of Frank Vernon-Lay. New ' ol d- boy 1 

i,as Dnvi d S=el who h:l.d core along with his son . The Hamil tonian 
li brnrian , Roger Jc.•lldns , gave an excellent r epor t of continued pro
gr ess and ota t ed tha t a printed catal ogue would be available directl y 
for a ll ner.ibers . Excell ent pr ogress was nlso announced with the 
cor,pletc liots of "Magnet" etc ., tit l es , th i s coming fror.i tho committ ee 
of t hree t.oat have boon engoged in t hi s sphe r e of work. Truzy a very 
good ga t ooring an:! its "grattcr s" tc all concerned . BREEZY .3Ill . 

NORTH:lU: SF,CT!QN 1'.IBI'ING, 239 Hyde P:m: Roaci, Loods . July 1'.lth ....1222,_ 
Dcs:,i to the SUI."l!lcr weat her , md the height of t he holiday s oason , tr.ere 
,ms a l'ocord attcndnnce for an or dinary rneet:u,g of 21. I t speeks well 
for th e dr awing power of th e O. B.B.C. doe sn •t it ? Bill Williamson, in 
the ch:ri.r , gave a heart'.{ welc ome to Haydn Salmon of Ipswich , and our 
new York caabcr , Nevil l e Ve ar . 

Busin es s disposed of , we got do,m t o mor e Desert Island Books, 
t he t J,.ree speakor s on this occnsfon hcing Harry Bcrlow, Elsio Pi:wnor, 
und H:u-old Busby. Herry chose "The Popper Isl.3nd Rebels ", 11Vhifflc3 
Circus 11 and S·t.nccy- WhHrtun se r ies . El sie , the firs t lady to t ake pert , 
and qui te well she did i t tco , choso the S:nodl oy- Vernon Smith series , 
t he Greyfriars Hikers from a Holidey Annual and the 1925 Harry Wharton 
Rebel series . Harol d coming l as t , found it hod been forestalled in 
t,o of hi s choi ces , so had to hurriedly subs t itute two single sto ri es , 
BtU1ter •s 3 w. for Fortune and Billy Blll1tcr 1s BorgPi.'1, His othe r was the 
Coker Reballion se r i es . 

All Grcyfrir.rs you will obsc r rn , but i t won' t be so nGxt month 
fo r I sml l be tak4>g part , and t here wore other good sto r ies you know. 

J.ftc r r afrcshnents , Gerry r ead a..'l artic l e by Margaret Cooke , of 
how, cddst i'!ll sort s of domestic worri es o..'ld interruptions s ho 
endeavoured to wri tc an article fo r Blak:inna and a Blake sto ry fo r 
Bette Pate , aided by Gerry ' s gifted delive ry th i s was o real c lassi c. 
A'!long n:cny oth er t hings she dcscri bed wit h delicious touches of hunour 
her more or l e ss friendly moowiters •,d th a member of a certain religious 
~cct who believ2_~rerulir.g the gospe l from door to door. With it 
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all she delivered th e gocdSon tin,:, . I made a V0'1 that when I s tart to 
grous e because the mi lie has gone sour t or I have sonc chores to do or 
th ere I s not = Y l ette rs in cy mil - I 111 think of Margaret Cooke wit h 
a..ll her trouble s , ond say to myself , "Cl'ruck it! 11 

Next mooting - /,ugust 8th . HERBERT LEOCE11ilY I North ern Secti on 
Correspo~dc-nt. 

MIDLAt~D S.EX:TION MEETING f!E[l) 29th JUNE. 1959. Holi doys olways "pl ay 
th e bear" wi th cee t ings et this ti cio of tho year md in moot cos es t.'1is 
wn~ th e cnuse of only tm ~a:ibcrs at tending the nii;:ht afte r th e 
Ches t erfi eld r e-union . M.'.!d8(l offi ci a ted os Chairmn for th o first 
tin e and als o was res ponsibl e for t ho last it cr, of th o evening which 
¥ <IS an arti cl e on "Toe, Merry'' by Eric Feyne fro c t he 1951 C,D • .lnnuel . 
She also won th e Libr"')' rof fl e , Beryl star t ed off t he first raooting 
of t he "new yccr" 1959/60 , \li t h o novel sole of l~e ts , Gcr:,s etc ., 
e tc. In cnrd playing parla~ ce "telce the t op cnrd froo t he pock which 
i s pl ccod face downwnrd." No one was killed in the "rush'' but I .!lr.l 

o.c"raid t her e would hnve be"'\ cases of heart fa il ure if so:·,:, of the 
deal er s had bean there to hoar tm pric e oskcd for those papers . Ther e 
will be mor e cf th ese snl.es ench ioonth , so r oll up wit h your "copper s ." 

Non 1nn obl igod with e quiz for t h:3 fir s t it cn of the cvcr.ine . 
"V cry c~sy" - jus t gen crol kn01d edgc of old boys books . Ho;; c~sy it 
ceJl be j udged by t he fa ct t hat Ton Port er was t he winne r with THREE 
right out of twelv e . The next itcns was n t nlk on "SU:STI'l\JTE WRITERS" 
by r.;ysclf. Nothing new for r.ie t o def end the unf or twia t e , c.is judgcd in 
div id urus who hnd to "fill the gap" when Chllr les fuimilton was unavnil
ahl e . Amongst oth er things we had a tnl.k on t ho Greyfr iars Cup Co~pet
i ti on and t he Secre t ar .r "'6"in was oseigne d t he job of pr oducing our 
contributi on . Conditi ons having been e,erccd with 1hc Merseysid e 
Secti on , we arc going rul out t o re-c apture the tro ;,hy. By ond l nrgc 
a very so tio fnct ory meet ing for all t he l o·, att mdr.nce , which , 'i ll , 
we tru s t, be ir:lproved at tho next ncctir <!, July 27th , sone pl ace , Sc'inC 

ti c:o. iI/JlRY BROST!R - Sccr ctnry . 

:'ID'.SEYSIDE SEC'i'IOll MEETI!l:- 5th. JULY, The hig hl ight of th.i o mooti ng , 
which was bl essed wit.l\ yet n.not hcr c.xrp)lo ut u Ltondnnco, was t he tt:pc
r ccord ing fo r Bet t e Pat e n.~d t hose good fri ends of th o "Gol den Hour s 
Club ." fuch moobcr r ecorded hi s gre eting , ond as Herber t Lcckcnby lu:d 
alread y ;..nde his .:it a previ ous ~.:cct ing , t.'1.o Ammie a.re in for v. very 
pl ea san t few minutes listening - if one •"'-Y be so bol d os to hint t hot 
our :f.!cr seyside voicoo arc pl easan t - and in spit e of Bill Windnor' s 
dir e t hrcnts about th o foto of t oo !.shes in 1960. Our thenks agcin t o 
---- - ---- -- --·---- ·------------ - -
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Jir.i \hlsh for all the troub l e he hns taken o,•er his recording . 

Don tlebstcr •s gp.me, "Tr cc sure Hunt" invclvod much activity and 
weciring ou t of carp et s. The debate "that the old schoo l- ti e spirit s t i ll 
produces 13.ritnin'~ finest lead ers ," prov ed anothe r winner, and t he 
motio n was p!! Ssod by a very Sllla1.l majority . Those debates are nlw,cys 
one of t.'10 main nttro.ctions of our meetings . 

The programn:o onc e "88,in proved t.oo full, '1!ld "Twcmty Question s" 
has t.o be postponed until th o AU,sUSt t1eoting . Yes , th ere will definitely 
bo nn Augu:it ooeting , by popular req uest , and this will tako plac e on 
Surd ey , August 16th, "t 6. 3() p .c,. Pl ease Cl8ke cc:roful note of the un
usual c!ate, Liet1bers, in order t o fit in with oolidcy ='1!',€0?:?ents - th e 
.:!:!:l!!1 Sunday in Au;;ust , llhich i s the 15th . 

T:IE GOIDll! HOURS CLUB. Hllving found the id eal rendezvous for our winter 
n;eetings at Cahill ' s Ros t aur cnt it we.a .-:Uh keen nnticip'1ticn th nt the 
oor.;bcrs f oregnthcrod there on Fridcy, July 10th a t 6 P•"'• ,lnd tt ,oy wore 
not dis.."f)pointcd for, amid very luxuri ous surroundings, t he ticmbors ~ 
jvyecl c. delicious mocil and spmt a l eisurely twolours in discussing \ or 
should I sa:y ri ding) their fevourit e hobby. Lott.ors frcr:i our good friends , 
Herbert, Ron Hodgson, Ben Whi tcr :md Donald Wobstor were pc,ssod around 
end a r..ost inter esting Newsletter fron Harry Brostcr was enjvye d, f.:"ul. 
so:ce very il1t6r osting lmmilton it= free Don 'llebstGr pr oved a .-.ost 
exciting cporit:i.f' for the n.oal - Syd &,;,th ,m Ernie Carter 1<ere the 
lucky !"3Cipients of the so items for their collect i ons for which the..~ send 
th eir thanks t.o Don for his gift . Main course fo r the eva."ling wcs th e 
article doc.ling ;ii th th a hobby whidl appenred in th e Juno i souc of "People " 
whilst al l :ae,nbors agreed t hllt it ;ms the bigges t coverage yet BI'forded 
our hobby with really first cl -~ss r eproduct i ol'.s of th o vari ous CO"lers , it 
wc.s f e lt that tho article it self was so full of inc orrect st...".tcn ents 
which msreprcsented both the hobby and the ccllect ors t hecselves that 
a l etter of pr otest bed been sen t by Syd Sr.,yth on behnlf of th e Club t.o 
cleer up the various points . 

Ui t h dessert the SecretarJ served up the final greetings fr® ovel'
S03S - this tim fro o a collector well -Jmown to all by his interesting 
articles - Bill Hubbard in Kenya - so nice t c hear from you Bill - our 
best r 91;ards t.o you and all your friwds in England. \fuen the e·, ening 
conc l uded at 8 p .m. 1hose present voteci it quite the best evening (m d 
dinner) yet enjoyed by the Australian fraternity . B, PATE - Secretary. 

CllESTERFIFl,D RE-UNIO!l I JUNE 28th, The fourth a,,n ual get together oi' 
the Northern end Midlmd Clu bs and cs far as attendance is · concerned, 
there were twenty of us , an i!:.1>rover.1ent each yeer . This was Nort hexn' s 
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year , our tum next time to provide th e CbBirman and nt lenat an equal 

shllre of the agenda. Anywa:J I with Gerry in t he Chair Northern. f!J'Ve US 

a fine afte rnoon' s pr ograme, aided and nbetted by Stir>l ey Smith , hi s 

1nter es ting g,,mes pr oved very populor . There vna one i tem which will bE 

of inte rest to ill four Clubs. I t was felt t hat there could be more 

goneral cc-<>per ation ll!llongst oembers of the se fo ur Clubs . (alrish t 

Bet t e Pate , ve will make it fi w) 1n supplying each oth er ' s V.&NTS. ill 

CIBl!lbere un!or tunatezy, were not subscri bers t o t he C. D. and i t vns 

IIUQlest ed that tilrou,!11 th e a,dium of the four Sll!R.i:i'ARHS llho naturlllly 

correspond monthly (or do ve) part icul ars of VA!ITS could be circularised 

at eech othar ' s iooeting s. Extra w rk f or t he ( willing) secretaries , bu1 

no e,:penso to the "collecto rs" and in no way interfering vi th t he 

usunl adverts in the C. D. Sottllng n point like this one, bro~ht 

llCl1'8ly tc cind U!.~t it wuld hllve been just perfect , had the other 

two cl ubs bem repre emted . Herbert, tired but happy, after his London 

holi dey, truSt he.ve boon very well content llB he s11t on Gerry ' s left 

bmd Md eow tho bri&bt ~ fens in front of him. As I snid befor e 

"'l'he Brotherhood of the lillppy Hours" - Herbert's o,ai special c roation . 

'l'bBnks to the organisers , the good servi ce and kindness of the staff of 

th e "Portlnnd Hotel ", the idocl voathe r - this was 11 great day f or tho!l< 

who for ged st ill c l oser th e bonds of fri enlship . Those who ver • l ucky 

enough to ott md were - l!erb<ll"t Luckonby, Gerry , Myra and Mollie All i:Jon , 

Jack Vood, Ron and Doreen Hod.goon, Lauri e !lld Heather Morley , Bill 

Harrison , St anley Smith , Gecf f Wil de , El.sic Palmer , TO!!S Porte r, fl\YSelf, 

Normm Gregory , B~ryl Russel l, Jack Bellfio ld, Jock Corbett and John 

Tomlinson . A fai r rcp res cntation of the clubs and in some ccses 

"fair " was t1 true word . l!ey I ocncludo with pers oru,J. thanks to Ron 

Hodgson fo r hi s co-opera ti on rud doing t he nrr onging vi th the Portl cnd 

Hotel . HARRY BRC\S'!ER, 

• • • • • 
BILL BU:IT?ll <Xi TELEVISION - The new Bunter Tel ovi siCl'l series , the first 

plcy of which vc reviovod in tlr> July i ssue of this j ournal, hos gone 

on vi th groat a, cceos , ond t his is probably tho best serie s of till 

bccnuse t he Fam,us i'i vo ere pla:Jed by te""""6" boys who con act . Jolm 

Voodnutt , llho portr eys l!r. Quelch, has i.q,roved immensely since the 

oponi.ng play . 'l'ho second pl ay, "Bunt.or' s Burglor " Vt1S not so good as 

tho fir st , but vi th the third "Phoney Bunte r• we found Fronk Richerds 

1n to p fore "88in, This wa:i, po:msps t he best of th o four vhic h havo 

been tel evised so far . The fourth am moot rcacent , "Bunter' s Birching" 

will have boon reaeonooly plel!Sing to cost f ans of the "old fat = " 
t hough t1 litt le mare ol obors t o producti on "°uld oovo i.t;rproved it , 

Yorlc Duplicating Services , 12A The Sho!!lbles, York, »i&lm d. 


